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The death of the Senior Vice President of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania on the 4th of July, 
1915, has deprived us of the services of one who for 
more than half a century was closely identified with 
our active work, and who labored diligently to extend 
our spheres of influence. With a life membership dat- 
ing from November 14, 1859, James Tyndale Mitchell 
was elected a Councillor March 14, 1881 ; President of 
the Council, September 24, 1883 ; Vice President of the 
Society, May 7, 1894, becoming Senior Vice President 
November 12, 1896, and in the same year a Trustee of 
the Gilpin Library. 

This simple circle of dates, while circumscribing 
fifty-five years, embraces a continuous series of efforts 
to promote the growth of an Institution which has 
become in many ways the foremost of its kind in the 
United States. Judge Mitchell, as he was familiarly 
known to us, was one of the best friends we ever had, 
and his friendship was productive of results. By tem- 
perament and practice he was in hearty sympathy 
with our purposes; by generous gifts he added sub- 
stantially to our treasures. Profoundly acquainted 
with our history, and particularly with our biographies, 
he was one of the few who brought to the illumination 
of his work the taste and the knowledge of a collector 
of prints, manuscripts and pamphlets, and an accurate 



James Tyndale Mitchell. 477 

familiarity with our development as a Commonwealth. 
Of a judicial caste of mind, strengthened and disci- 
plined by his public duties, he had no theories to exploit 
and no vagaries to defend. His historical conclusions, 
like his judgments in the law, were sound and sane. 
His knowledge of men as they were in actual life, and 
his knowledge of what had been actually achieved as 
recorded in books, happily combined with cautious but 
discriminating critical skill, made him in a rare but 
real sense a trusted Councillor, and as such his absence 
from our Board will be severely felt. 

(From Minutes of the Council.) 



